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Barcelona,
a thriving
Life Sciences 
hub

+ 25,000
annual university 

graduates in scientific 
fields (Bachelor’s degrees, 

Masters and PhDs)

+ 1,750
Life Sciences companies

and entities

7,9%
of the Catalan GDP

2nd

best place in Europe 
to invest in biotech, 

according to the CPHI 
Annual Report.

45%
of the industry's total 

exports in Spain.
The Barcelona region is 

Europe’s densest pharma
environment.

+ 263,900
People employed in the 

Life Sciences sector
in the Barcelona region

+ 122,185
Digital professionals
in the Barcelona region

+ 33% International

Access to talentBusiness Network

Generous tax incentives

CORPORATE TAX 
EXEMPTION

Up to 59%
for R&D expenses

SOCIAL SECURITY

Bonuses of 40%
for R&D staff

PATENT BOX

Up to 60%
of licensing income 

exempted

PERSONAL INCOME TAX 
FOR NON-RESIDENTS

Flat rate at 24%
during the first 6 years

91
Research Institutions

World-class Research 

40
Research centres

20
University 
hospitals

12 
Universities offering 

Life Sciences studies

3
Large scientific 
infrastructures 

(ALBA synchrotron, CNAG, 
CRG, ICN2,IRB Barcelona

Barcelona Supercomputing)

2
Technology 

centres

14
Science and 
technology 

Life Sciences 
studies

5th
Europe

8th
World

in number of active clinical 
trials. In oncology, it ranks 4th

in Europe and 7th in the world

3rd
in number of 

publications on 
advanced therapies in 

EU

Areas of Excellence
CLINICAL TRIALS ADVANCED THERAPIES

ONCOLOGY
World-wide renowned hospitals 

(Vall d’Hebron Hospital Campus, 
Hospital Clínic, SJD Barcelona 
Children's Hospital, Hospital 

Universitari de Bellvitge, Hospital 
de la Santa Creu i Sant Pau) 

PEDIATRICS

Leader in the use of 
minimally invasive surgery
and robotic technology in 

pediatrics.

Leadership in Rare Diseases.

1st 
in Highly 

Cited Papers 



5th

Europe
8th

World

/ Areas of Excellence

Clinical Trials Advanced Therapies Oncology Paediatrics
/ Hospitals of Excellence

1. Hospital Sant Joan de Déu: one
of the most important paediatric
centres in Europe and worldwide.

2. Hospital Vall d’Hebron: stands
out in areas such as rare
diseases, transplants, and
advanced therapies.

/ Innovative Research:

Pioneer in experimental therapies and
clinical trials in paediatric oncology.

Leader in minimally invasive and
robotic surgery for paediatrics.

Excels in developing customized
paediatric prosthetics through 3D
printing.

Reference centre for diagnosing and
treating rare paediatric diseases.

in number of active clinical trials.

In oncology, it ranks 4th in Europe 
and 7th in the world

5,308 
active clinical trials

/ Cutting-Edge Research Centres

Vall d'Hebron Research Institute (VHIR)
and the Institut de Recerca Sant Joan
de Déu (IRSJD) lead in advanced
therapies like gene therapy, cell
therapy, and regenerative medicine.

Pioneer in the use of stem cells to treat
autoimmune and degenerative diseases.

In oncology, Barcelona has implemented
innovative treatments such as
immunotherapy and CAR-T therapy.

/ Pioneering Hospitals

Hospital Clínic (placed 59th globally
according to Newsweek's "World's Best
Hospitals”), Hospital Vall d'Hebron and
Sant Joan de Déu excel in advanced
therapies, particularly in paediatric
oncology, rare diseases, and transplants.
Vall d'Hebron's Advanced Therapies
Unit is among Europe's most advanced
for cellular and gene therapies.

/ Leading Cancer Research Centres

Vall d'Hebron Institute of Oncology
(VHIO) is one of the top cancer research
centres globally.

Institut de Recerca Biomèdica de
Barcelona (IRB) and Hospital Clínic de
Barcelona also play key roles in
pioneering research and clinical trials.

Barcelona's hospitals are pioneers in
minimally invasive surgery.

Vall d'Hebron, Hospital Clínic, and Sant
Joan de Déu, are equipped with state-of-
the-art technology for diagnostics,
radiotherapy, and surgery, ensuring top-
quality care for oncology patients

/ Innovative treatments
Barcelona is a reference centre for
treating rare and complex cancers.

Barcelona is at the forefront of
personalised medicine, increasing
survival rates and treatment
effectiveness.

Barcelona is a hub for international 
clinical trials

The region is also a leader in advanced
and emerging therapies clinical trials,
ranking:

5th

Europe
8th

World

Other remarkable specializations:
immune, respiratory, nervous,
cardiovascular and digestive systems,
dermatology, hematology, mental
health and metabolic diseases.

Mater ial condu cted by Barcelon a & Par tners. So urce: Biocat. 



/ Top-tier
International
Hospitals

Hospital Clínic de 
Barcelona

Vall d’Hebron Hospital 
Barcelona Campus

Sant Joan de Déu Barcelona 
Children’s Hospital

Hospital de la Santa Creu 
i Sant Pau

Bellvitge University 
Hospital

Hospital Clínic de Barcelona ranks among the top
hospitals in the world. In 2024, it was placed 59th
globally according to Newsweek's "World's Best
Hospitals" ranking.

The Clínic is renowned for its excellence in healthcare,
research, and teaching, with a strong focus on
innovation through its research arm, IDIBAPS.

In Newsweek's 2024 rankings of the best hospitals, it is
recognized for excellence in several specialized areas,
including endocrinology (ranked 27th worldwide),
oncology (43rd), and gastroenterology (54th).

The hospital consistently ranks within the top 100
globally for numerous specialties, further solidifying its
reputation as one of Spain's leading healthcare centres.
Additionally, Vall d'Hebron is a pioneer in smart
hospital technologies, ranking 43rd worldwide for its
technological advancements

Hospital Sant Joan de Déu in Barcelona is recognized as
one of the leading paediatric hospitals globally. It is
particularly well-known for its specialization in
children's health, gynaecology, and obstetrics.

Sant Joan de Déu is consistently mentioned among the
top healthcare centres, particularly in paediatric care.
Additionally, it is the only Spanish hospital represented
in the Children’s Hospitals International Executive
Forum (CHIEF), which brings together the most
prestigious paediatric hospitals worldwide.

The Hospital de la Santa Creu i Sant Pau in Barcelona is
ranked among the top 250 hospitals globally
according to the 2024 Newsweek ranking. It holds the
234th position worldwide, further emphasizing its
reputation for medical excellence.

Sant Pau is renowned for its historical significance,
research, and specialized medical services,
contributing to its recognition on an international scale
alongside other prestigious Spanish hospitals.

In the 2024 Newsweek ranking of the world's best
hospitals, Bellvitge holds a prominent position, being
recognized for its high standards of care and specialized
services. It is one of the key hospitals in Spain, often cited
for excellence in various medical specialties, contributing
to Barcelona's reputation as a hub for advanced
healthcare.

This hospital stands out particularly in areas like
oncology and surgery.
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