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Barcelona is moving towards
 the future of mobility
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Barcelona’s industrial tradition and innovative 
spirit sets the scene for it to play a significant 
role in the mobility of the future.

Today, the city is developing internationally 
recognized projects in the sector and building 
a strong mobility ecosystem.



01/ Introduction 02/ What makes 
Barcelona a hub 
for the mobility 
of the future

03/ Barcelona: a great 
place for your 
business and for 
your employees   

04/ Barcelona & Partners 05/ Contact us

02/ What makes Barcelona a hub for the mobility of the future
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The automotive industry represents 8.66% of the total GDP in 
Catalonia and employs almost 40,000 people.

The Barcelona region is a significant automobile industry centre 
in Spain: one of every five vehicles is produced in the region. 
Within a radius of 300 km from Barcelona are produced more 
than 1,350,000 units of cars per year.

Spain is the second largest automobile manufacturer in Europe 
and the ninth worldwide.

The Barcelona region is also home to a significant number of 
business providers in the sustainable mobility and smart cities 
sectors, which includes the automotive and motorcycle industries, 
the railway industry, mobility services, and all telecommunications 
and infrastructures related to mobility.

For many years, the Barcelona region has hosted several global 
car manufacturers, component producers and a strong network 
of engineering companies.

#01
Barcelona has a powerful automotive industry



“We want to manufacture electric cars in Spain 
from 2025. Our intention is to produce more than
500,000 urban electric cars a year in Martorell, 
also for the Volkswagen Group”

Wayne Gri�iths, SEAT’s President

5

Seat will hold an important role in the Volkswagen Group's project 
to develop the urban electric car family. Volkswagen will be 
responsible for the technology and platform, and Seat will develop 
the vehicles in its factory based in Martorell (Barcelona).

The factory, by 2025, will start producing more than 500,000 
vehicles a year for various Volkswagen Group brands, thus
establishing itself as a European electric vehicle hub.

Seat’s Executive Vice President for Purchasing and the Future: 
Fast Forward project leader, Alfonso Sancha, explained that 
“Spain is the second largest European car producer and we
can’t lose this privileged position. From SEAT S.A., as the only 
Spanish car company, we have the responsibility to be leaders 
of the change towards electrification. We want to launch an
ambitious plan of a public-private collaboration so that large and 
small organizations work together in electrifying our country.”

#02
Volkswagen Group will produce urban electric 
vehicles in Barcelona

Seat (Volkswagen Group) remains
committed to electrifying Spain
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SEAT (Volkswagen Group), jointly with the utility company, 
Iberdrola and with the Spanish government’s back-up, will 
build an electric vehicle factory in Spain. Barcelona has all 
the ingredients to be the place.

This will be the result of a public-private consortium, financed 
with Next Generation European funds, allowing the possibility 
of incorporating new partners at a later stage.

#03
Barcelona has all the elements to be 
the new location for Volkswagen Group's 
electric battery factory
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Barcelona stands out for being 
an innovative city in its o�er 
of public services and especially 
its wide range of public transport

A culture of innovation in urban mobility and an ecosystem 
of public operators are the fundamental ingredients to 
tackle the important challenges posed by the new urban 
mobility model.

Barcelona holds one of the top global positions as a smart 
city and is a pioneer in adopting new  technologies aimed 
at making the city more energy e�icient, connected, 
data-rich and sustainable in terms of mobility.

The city stands out for its proactive approach to intelligent 
transport systems, smart lightning and sustainable energy 
management systems.

Barcelona is actively promoting electric transportation 
vehicles such as scooters, bicycles or mopeds.

#04
Barcelona is recognized for its leadership 
capacity in urban planning and mobility
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EIT Urban Mobility is an initiative of the European Institute of 
Innovation and Technology (EIT). Since January 2019, it has 
been working to encourage positive changes in the way people 
move around cities in order to make them more livable.

EIT Urban Mobility aims to become the largest European initiative 
transforming urban mobility. Co-funding of up to € 400 million 
(2020-2026) from the EIT, a body of the European Union, will 
help make this happen.

The objective is to finance projects that contribute to mobility 
solutions to accelerate the transition towards more liveable 
urban spaces. This programme aims to achieve the following 
milestones by 2026:

· Create 180 startups
· Free up road space in 90% of its partner cities
· Launch 125 new products
· Increase shared mobility in all partner cities
· Attract investment

#05
Barcelona coordinates the EIT Urban Mobility 
KIC (Knowledge Innovation Centre)
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Barcelona is a pioneer city in the adoption of smart solutions for 
mobility, urban management, with public and private initiatives 
developing internationally recognised strategies and projects.

Projects & their goals

/ Mobility as a Service (shared mobility): 
reduce air pollution and free up urban space.

/ Autonomous Vehicle: 
autonomous mobility of citizens in a secure and sustainable 
manners.

/ Mobility management platform: 
better understand of public/private transportation’s behaviour.

/ Charging stations: 
introduce Electric Vehicle as a real substitute of traditional cars.

/ On street parking system: 
decrease tra�ic around parking.

/ Last mile delivery: 
decrease noise and pollution.

/ On-demand bus: 
reduce of waiting time and introduce a new mode along the 
area which also connects to conventional public transport.

/ Real time mobility prediction: 
control mobility congestion in urban areas and give the best 
use to limited urban resources (parkings, electric cars charging 
points, shared vehicles…).

/ Smart parking for bicycles: 
guarantee a bike security parking and promote their use.

#06
Barcelona is a leading smart mobility city
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/ Key Facts:

/ 6th busiest airport in Europe by passenger tra�ic
/ Barcelona’s Ports located among the TOP 10 in Europe with the highest container tra�ic
/ 4th city in the world in the number of congresses (2019). Mobile World Capital - 5G HUB

Source: Barcelona. Data Sheet 2020. Barcelona Activa Source: ICCA

#07
A world-class centre for logistics and connectivity

Its excellent geostrategic position allows for e�icient intercontinental 
connections to Asia and America, as well as easy distribution to 
Southern Europe and Northern Africa.

Barcelona region is the leading logistics centre in Southern Europe 
and the Mediterranean. Leading infrastructures like the Port of 
Barcelona, the Port of Tarragona and Barcelona’s Airport ensure 
excellent connectivity with plenty of international routes for both 
cargo and passengers.

It is the only location in Southern Europe featuring both international 
port and airport, as well as duty free and logistics areas with a 
warehousing capacity within 12 km.

Barcelona is located in a strategic 
geographical point that positions it as 
an accessible and well-connected city

https://empreses.barcelonactiva.cat/documents/20592/167571/Barcelona+Data+Sheet+2020/a16b35e0-ff89-45db-86b4-e8a94be042d5
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Source: European Commission

/  European Programmes regarding Smart Mobility:

/ Next Generation EU (2021-2027) 
150 Bn€

The programme of EU for Recovery 
from COVID-19 crisis

 / Horizon Europe (2021/27)
15.3 Bn€

The EU Research & Innovation Programme

/  Global Challenges & European industrial competitiveness
15.3 Bn€

The European Commission approved a plan to 
finance the European techno-industrialtransformation 
by mobilizing extraordinary financial resources in the 
MFF Multiannual Financial Framework 2021/2027 
(1,074.3 Bn€) and in the Next Generation EU (750 Bn€).

Spain is the first country to receive Next Generation 
EU funds (150 Bn€ from NGEU).

Barcelona, as one of the main cities in Spain, could benefit 
from financial resources approved by the EU Commission.

/ Europe’s Funding in Advanced
Manufacturing
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/index_en
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/ A powerhouse for European
dynamic industry  

Catalonia, whose capital is Barcelona, 
is one of Europe’s four leading industrial 
regions, pioneering the continent’s 
productive capacity in areas ranging 
from textile to automobile.

Today, it’s dynamic and internationalized 
export economy means Barcelona is one 
of Europe’s most attractive cities for 
foreign investment.

The industrial activity represents 19.3% 
of the Catalan GDP and employs more 
than 500,000 people.

The industrial sector in the Barcelona region 
is characterized by being highly diversified 
with the following main branches:

/ Automotive
/ Pharma & Biotechnology 
/ Food & Beverages
/ Fashion Retailers
/ Telecommunications
/ Energy & Utilities

Source: Eurostat 2018

/ A symbol of Mediterranean 
quality of life

Barcelona’s easy-going but cosmopolitan 
Mediterranean lifestyle provides the 
perfect backdrop for professional 
careers. This walkable and open-air city 
has a European cultural o�er second to 
none in all aspects, from cuisine to 
performing arts, while its melting pot 
of nationalities establish a welcoming 
atmosphere for all newcomers.

Source: Barcelona. Your partner for a lifetime project, 2020. Barcelona Activa

/ 8th most attractive city in the world 
to live and work in

     
+ 30 km of beachfront
+ 2,500 hours of sunshine a year
+ 200 km of bicycle lines
+ 8,600 foreign companies operating
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As well as a strong digital ecosystem and 
commitment to develop the sector in Barcelona, 
there are many reasons to choose Barcelona:

03/ Barcelona: a great place for your business 
and for your employees  

https://www.barcelona.cat/internationalwelcome/sites/default/files/datasheet2020_web_eng_0.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/news/themes-in-the-spotlight/european-statistics-day-2018
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/ Barcelona, a magnet for digital talent

The increase in the number of graduates, 
the attraction of professionals from other
economiesand the diversity in the type of 
companies seeking digital profiles with 
more competitive salaries have helped 
position the city as a hub of digital talent.

Barcelona's digital talent is specialized in 
the areas of web development and mobile 
applications, UX / UI design and CRM and 
ERP consultants. These four specialties 
add up to more than 61,000 professionals, 
73% of the city's technological talent.

Barcelona also stands out for its excellent 
university system.

With more than 1,050 degrees and masters 
and more that 265,000 university students 
(+30% are international), has one of Europe’s 
highest student populations.

/ Top 10 best cities in the world for 
digital experts

/ 2ª European city with the highest 
numbers of software developers

/ 8th European City and the 21st world 
city for technology 

/ + 29% digital professionals come 
from abroad (11% come from 
London) 

/ ICT sector:
• 129,000 jobs in Catalonia
• 16,700 companies with staff 
working in ICTs
• 19 Bn € turnover
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/ Salaries of digital professionals by city 2020

Source: Digital Talent Overview 2021. Barcelona Digital Talent 
Source: The ICT Industry in Catalonia 2021. ACCIÓ
Source: Barcelona. Your partner for a lifetime project, 2020. Barcelona Activa 

https://barcelonadigitaltalent.com/agenda/presentacion-digital-talent-overview-2021/
http://catalonia.com/.content/documents/ict-in-catalonia.pdf
https://www.barcelona.cat/internationalwelcome/sites/default/files/barcelona_your_partner-eng_comp_alta_en_1.pdf
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/ Key facts

/ 6th European city in number of startups 

/ 1,700 startups created 

/ 6th European city by capital invested

Source: Mobile World Capital “Startup Ecosystem Overview 2019”

Source: Ajuntament de Barcelona, “Barcelona Your partner for a lifetime project”

Startup Ecosystem Overview 2019”

/ Diverse, creative and 
talented startup ecosystem  

Entrepreneurs, both local and from abroad, 
thrive in Barcelona: yet another example 
of the city’s innovative capacity. This 
wide-ranging and active digital ecosystem 
full of networking possibilities has created 
one of Europe’s leading startup cultures, 
undoubtedly driven by the Barcelona Tech 
City, 4YFN, and the Mobile World Congress, 
but also due to the ease of attracting and 
maintaining young global digital talent 
due to the city’s Mediterranean lifestyle.

/ A City of science and 
knowledge

With one of Europe’s largest higher 
education student populations 
and international campuses of 
excellence, Barcelona is a hive of
talent. A strong research tradition, 
often focused on emerging sectors 
such as biotechnology, new and 
renewable energies or advanced 
materials to mention just a few, means 
that talent also grows solidly here.
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Source: Barcelona. Your partner for a lifetime project, 2020. Barcelona Activa

/ 5th city in scientific production in 
Europe and 23rd Worldwide 

 
+  265,000 university students   

+  50,000 master’s and doctoral students
at the Barcelona region’s universities

+  30 % of postgraduate’s students are 
international

+  500 master’s degrees on o�er

+  40 research institutions

https://mobileworldcapital.com/report/startup-ecosystem-overview-2019/
https://www.barcelona.cat/internationalwelcome/sites/default/files/barcelona_your_partner-eng_comp_alta_en_0.pdf
https://mobileworldcapital.com/report/startup-ecosystem-overview-2019/
https://www.barcelona.cat/internationalwelcome/sites/default/files/barcelona_ciutat_singular-eng-per_web.pdf


/ A highly competitive city 

Barcelona o�ers an unparalleled balance between quality of life, 
talent and cost structure. 

Barcelona’s European and global invesment attraction is heightened 
thanks to a favorable mix of factors; where the local innovation 
culture, its strong industrial base and qualified professionals are all 
complemented by highly competitive prices in terms of salaries, 
o�ice space and service providers. 

O�ice and industrial rental prices are competitive, compared to other 
European cities. Barcelona remains in the middle band, with prices 
well below those of other major cities.     

Barcelona has more competitive digital salaries than other European 
cities, accounting for approximately half of the salaries in the digital 
hubs of London and Amsterdam.
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Source: Cost of Living Index by City 2021 by Numbeo 
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/ Cost of living index, 2021

Relative indicator of consumer goods prices, including groceries, restaurants, transportation and 
utilities, including accommodation expenses such as rent or mortgage. 
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https://www.numbeo.com/cost-of-living/rankings.jsp
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/ We are a non-profit investment 
agency focused on attracting 
selected innovative companies 
and initiatives to Barcelona, 
the gateway to Europe. 

/ We help impactful businesses 
with exponential growth that 
are part of the new economy 
to establish to Barcelona.
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At Barcelona & Partners 
we contribute to the 
success of your 
investment project 
and its landing in 
Barcelona
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We collaborate with you in three steps:
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01/
Opportunity 
Definition   
   

We help you to 
consider Barcelona 
as the place to be.
     
You share with us your goals, your 
expansion plans and your needs. 

We prepare a draft of the possible 
scenarios to analyze and how the 
BP value proposition can help 
you make the decision.
    
At the first stage of our relations-
hip, we want to help you navigate 
through the value proposition of 
our city, understanding its full 
potential.

We can also help by defining the 
opportunity: from the analysis of 
your business objectives to the 
draft of feasible scenarios. 

02/
Project 
Definition   
  

We collaborate 
with you in defining 
the project.
     
We understand the importance of 
a corporate investment operation.

We are willing to support in key 
aspects of the project definition 
phase:

• Screening of partnership
opportunities with local 
ecosystem 

• Financing facilities 

• Location analysis

03/
Project 
Building    
 

We support you in 
the execution of your 
landing project.
     
• Access to a project specific 

key account manager

• Liaison with business landing
agencies 

• Advice on developing public
and private partnerships

• Enablement of quality service
providers

• Support in sourcing and
recruiting top talent 
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At Barcelona & Partners
we carefully listen to your

growth plans
 

/ With you, we analyse how our 
research ecosystems, private 
corporations and local and European 
funding instruments can be a 
trigger for your decision



We are financially backed
by major corporations and public

institutions, working together in
attracting companies and

initiatives to Barcelona
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/ Private Partners

/ Public Partners

Pending to be exectuted
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/ Contact      
info@barcelonapartners.com 

/ Follow us
LinkedIn 

Tell us more about
your project or initiative.

Feel welcome to 
contact us.

An initiative by

06/ Contact us
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