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The future of advanced
manufacturing takes shape

in Barcelona
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Barcelona, thanks to its industrial tradition, 
is called to play a relevant role in the transition 
to a new advanced manufacturing paradigm. 

The city is at the forefront of innovation in 
the smart industries with an entire ecosystem 
supporting the digital transformation. A highly 
skilled talent and entrepreneurial spirit is 
combined with a solid industrial base, a strong 
ICT sector and a strategic commitment to 
innovation and internationalization. 
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“Barcelona’s vibrant ecosystem of software-minded 
communities and an international reputation for engineering 
excellence makes it one of the best places in the world for a 
tech company to start and grow a local office.”

Cli�ord Bailey, Managing Director Ocado Spain
Ocado Technology (a division of the Ocado Group, the largest online-only supermarket 
in the world) opened an o�ice in Barcelona for around 130 employees.
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02/ What makes Barcelona a great place for advanced manufacturing 

The industrial activity represents 19.3% of the Catalan GDP 
and employs more than a half million people. 

The industrial sector in the Barcelona region is characterized 
by being highly diversified with the following main branches: 

/ A longstanding tradition and a solid
industrial implantation
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Barcelona has the assets and
the ability to accommodate the expansion

of advanced manufacturing, and to become
one of the prime movers in its new era

/ Automotive
/ Pharma & Biotechnology
/ Food & Beverages
/ Fashion Retailers
/ Telecommunications
/ Energy & Utilities
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/ Automotive

The automotive industry represents 
8.66% of the total GDP in Catalonia and 
employs almost 40,000 people.
 
The Barcelona region is a significant 
automobile industry centre in Spain: 
one of every five vehicles is produced 
in the region. Within a radius of 300 km 
from Barcelona are produced more 
than 1,350,000 units of cars per year.

Additionally, Barcelona has a strong 
network of engineering companies and 
a range number of suppliers in the 
automotive sector and also home to a 
significant number of business 
providers in the sustainable mobility 
and smart cities sectors. 

/ Pharma & Biotechnology

With a pharma industry as a historical 
driver of the local economy, life 
sciences activities account today for 
3.4% of Catalan GDP. 

Top global Pharma companies have 
installed their productive centres in 
Barcelona, creating Europe’s densest 
pharma ecosystem. 
 
Barcelona is the birthplace and 
headquarters of large companies like:

Some of the most renowned multinational 
pharma and biotech companies in the 
world choose Barcelona as a place to 
invest and develop business and install 
their productive centres: 



/ Food & Beverages

The agri-food industry is one of the 
major sectors of Catalonia’s economy 
and one of the most dynamic export 
sectors. 

It generates a turnover of €27,940M 
and employs more than 88,000 people. 

Most leading food companies in the 
world have set up productive centres, 
R&D departments and laboratories, 
and logistics activities in the Barcelona 
Region.

/ Fashion Retailers

Ever since the industrial revolution, 
the Barcelona region has always had 
an important textile and fashion sector.

Its geostrategic location enables
e�icient intercontinental connections 
to Asia and the Americas and easy, 
fast distribution to Southern Europe 
and North Africa.
 
Barcelona hosts international fashion 
brands such as: 

Furthermore, major fashion brands 
manufacture part of their bags and 
other accessories in the Barcelona 
region. 
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The project created by the Consortium of the Free Trade 
Zone and Leitat has 100,000 m2, an estimated total 
investment of 100 million euros. 

Its aim is to promote and develop Industry 4.0, boosting 
an ecosystem for the attraction of talent, technology 
and investment in a unique space.

One of the initiatives promoted by DFactory is the 3D 
Incubator. The 3D Incubator is Europe's first high-tech 
3D printing incubator to host the most promising initiatives 
using these disruptive additive manufacturing technologies. 
Its objective is to promote the growth of these projects 
by creating a unique space for the incubation of start-ups, 
SMEs and micro-businesses related to these 4.0 economy 
technologies.

/ Barcelona creates the DFactory to 
concentrate companies and technologies 
from Industry 4.0
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SEAT (Volkswagen Group) is the first industrial manufacturer 
in Europe to have automated guided vehicles in outdoor 
areas for the supply of spare parts at the Martorell factory 
(Barcelona). The project has been carried out in collaboration 
with Telefónica and ASTI Mobile Robotics.

/ Barcelona has the first European system 
for automating the transport of automotive 
parts
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HP with the Digital Manufacturing Centre of Excellence brings 
together hundreds of the world’s leading additive manufacturing 
experts in more than 150,000 square feet of cutting-edge 
innovation space to transform the way the world designs and 
manufactures. 

Leaders such as BASF, GKN Metallurgy, Siemens, Volkswagen 
and others across the automotive, industrial, healthcare, and 
consumer goods sectors collaborates with HP on new 3D printing 
and digital manufacturing innovations at the centre located in 
Barcelona. 

/ Barcelona hosts one of the world’s advanced 
research and development facilities for 
next-generation technologies in 3D
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The Digital Innovation Hub for Catalonia is a network of Digital 
Innovation Hubs established by the European Commission.

DIH4CAT is configured as a networked service community, 
through which industry and public administrations can access 
a set of services, infrastructures, capacities and technological 
and non-technological solutions to boost their digital and 
technological transformation, acting, in turn, as an advanced 
connector between supply and demand in Catalonia as a whole.
 

Digital Innovation Hubs in Catalonia:

/ IOT Catalan Alliance
/ Catalunya AI DIH
/ International Advanced Manufacturing 3D Hub (IAM 3D HUB)
/ 5GBarcelona
... 

/ Digital Innovation Hub for Catalonia (DIH4CAT)
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Source: European Commission

/ Barcelona through its activities and institutions has full access to European funding instruments.

/ Next Generation EU 
(2021-2027) 
140 Bn€ (Spain)

/ Digital Europe Programme 
(2021/27)
7.6 Bn€

• High Performance Computing
2.2 Bn€

• Artificial Intelligence
2 Bn€

• Cybersecurity
1.7 Bn€

• Advanced digital skills
0.6 Bn€

• Ensuring a wide use of digital 
technologies across the economy 
and society
1.1 Bn€

 / Horizon Europe (2021/27)
The EU Research & Innovation
Programme
25.9 Bn€     

• Global Challenges & European 
industrial competitiveness
15.3 Bn€

• European Innovation Council
10.6 Bn€

The European Commission approved a recovery package 
(Next Generation EU), comprising 750 billion euros in 
available funding, with the aim of stimulating the European 
economy and transforming it after the pandemic.     

Spain is the second country receiving the most Next 
Generation EU funds, namely, a total of 140 billion euros 
within the framework of the Recovery and Resilience 
Fund (RRF). It is presented with a unique opportunity for 
an intelligent reindustrialization and a production leap 
based on technology.     

Barcelona through its activities and institutions has full 
access to European funding instruments. 

/ European Funding Opportunities
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/index_en
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03/ Barcelona’s Advanced Manufacturing Ecosystem

Barcelona.
The place for the industry

of tomorrow.

Energy & Utilities NetworksIndustrial Sector

Automotive

Energy & Utilities

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Telecommunications

Seat (Volkswagen Group)
Gestamp
Ficosa
Ford
General Motors
...

Pharma &
Biotechnology

Grífols
Boehringer Ingelheim
Braun Medical
Novartis
Esteve
Reig Jofre
...

Fashion Retailers

Mango
Inditex Group
Desigual
...

Food & Beverages

Nestlé
Agroalimen
Damm
Adam Foods
Bimbo
Pepsico (Valencia)
...

Telefónica
Cellnex
Orange
Vodafone
... 

Endesa
Aigües de Barcelona (SUEZ)
Iberdrola
Naturgy
Repsol
...
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Barcelona has gained
ground as a pole of

attraction for digital talent

/ A magnet for digital talent 

Many factors have helped position the city as a hub of digital 
talent. The increase in the number of graduates, being an 
attractive hub for foreign professionals and a wide array of 
diverse companies looking for digital profiles and competitive
salaries. 

The availability of highly skilled talent, with a wide range of 
profiles, is one of the strengths of Barcelona’s ecosystem.

Barcelona's digital talent is specialised in the areas of web 
development and mobile applications, UX / UI design and CRM 
and ERP consultants. These four specialties add up to more than 
61,000 professionals, 73% of the city's technological talent.

Barcelona also stands out for its excellent higher education 
system.

With more than 1,050 degrees and masters and more that 
265,000 university students (+30% are international), has one 
of Europe’s highest student populations. 

The Universitat Politècnica de Catalunya - BarcelonaTech (UPC) 
is among the top innovative universities in Europe. It is a 
leading university in the ICT field, with expertise in 5G, big data, 
cybersecurity, Internet of Things and quantum sciences.

As well as a strong digital ecosystem and 
commitment to develop the sector in Barcelona, 
there are many reasons to choose Barcelona:

04/ Barcelona: a great place for your business
and for your employees  
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Barcelona has more competitive digital
salaries than other European cities like

London and Amsterdam
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Barcelona Madrid London (EUR) Paris Amsterdam
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/ Salaries of digital professionals by city 2020

Source: Digital Talent Overview 2021. Barcelona Digital Talent 
Source: The ICT Industry in Catalonia 2021. ACCIÓ
Source: Barcelona. Your partner for a lifetime project, 2020. Barcelona Activa 

/ 10th most attractive city in the world for digital talent and the 4th in Europe
/ 2ª European city with the highest numbers of software developers
/ 8th European City and the 21st world city for technology 
/ + 29% digital professionals come from abroad (11% come from London) 
/ ICT sector:

• 129,000 jobs in Catalonia
• 16,700 companies with staff working in ICTs
• 19 Bn € turnover
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https://barcelonadigitaltalent.com/agenda/presentacion-digital-talent-overview-2021/
http://catalonia.com/.content/documents/ict-in-catalonia.pdf
https://www.barcelona.cat/internationalwelcome/sites/default/files/barcelona_your_partner-eng_comp_alta_en_1.pdf
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Barcelona has an unparalleled startup
culture and international community
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The Barcelona startup scene is made up of a rapidly growing 
and constantly evolving community of talented, international 
professionals and forward-thinking organizations. Entrepreneurs, 
both local and from abroad, thrive in Barcelona: yet another 
example of the city’s innovative capacity. 

This wide-ranging and active digital ecosystem full of 
networking possibilities has created one of Europe’s leading 
startup cultures, undoubtedly fueled by the Barcelona Tech 
City, 4YFN, and the Mobile World Congress, but also due 
to the ease of attracting and maintaining young global 
digital talent. 

/ Diverse, creative and talented startup ecosystem 

/ Startup ecosystem key facts (2021)

/ 4th startup hub in Europe in terms of the numbers of rounds 
/ + 1,900 startups (86.8% work with technologies linked to industry 4.0)
/ 4th European scaleups ecosystem
/ 2nd favourite EU startup hub of founders for setting up a startup 

Source: Analysis of the Barcelona & Catalonia Startup Hub’s 2021. ACCIÓ. 

Barcelona is the birthplace of many 
startups that have become success 
stories and are gaining international 
recognition: 

http://catalonia.com/.content/documents/2021/analysis-barcelona-catalonia-startup-hub-2020.pdf
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/ A symbol of Mediterranean 
quality of life

Barcelona’s easy-going but cosmopo-
litan Mediterranean lifestyle 
provides the perfect backdrop for 
professional careers. This walkable 
and open-air city has a European 
cultural o�er second to none in all 
aspects, from cuisine to performing 
arts, while its melting pot of 
nationalities establish a welcoming 
atmosphere for all newcomers.

Source: Barcelona. Your partner for a lifetime project, 2020. Barcelona Activa

/ 8th most attractive city in the world 
to live and work in

+ 30 km of beachfront
+ 2,500 hours of sunshine a year
+ 200 km of bicycle lanes
+ 8,600 foreign companies operating

/ + 11,000 architectural spaces and 
67 museums 

/ + 60 parks and more than 1,900 
public sports spaces Source: Barcelona. Your partner for a lifetime project, 2020. Barcelona Activa

/ 5th city in scientific production in 
Europe and 23rd Worldwide 

+  265,000 university students   

+  50,000 master’s and doctoral students
at the Barcelona region’s universities

+  30 % of postgraduate’s students are 
international

+  500 master’s degrees on offer

+  40 research institutions

/ A City of science and 
knowledge

With one of Europe’s largest higher 
education student populations 
and international campuses of 
excellence, Barcelona is a hive of 
talent. A strong research tradition, 
often focused on emerging sectors 
such as biotechnology, new and 
renewable energies or advanced 
materials to mention just a few, means 
that talent also grows solidly here. 

https://www.barcelona.cat/internationalwelcome/sites/default/files/datasheet2020_web_eng_0.pdf
https://www.barcelona.cat/internationalwelcome/sites/default/files/barcelona_ciutat_singular-eng-per_web.pdf
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/ A powerhouse for European
dynamic industry  

Catalonia, whose capital is Barcelona, 
is one of Europe’s four leading industrial 
regions, pioneering the continent’s 
productive capacity in areas ranging from 
textile to automobile.

Today, it’s dynamic and internationalized 
export economy means Barcelona is one 
of Europe’s most attractive cities for foreign 
investment.

The industrial activity represents 19.3% 
of the Catalan GDP and employs more than 
500,000 people.

The industrial sector in the Barcelona region 
is characterized by being highly diversified 
with the following main branches:

/ Automotive
/ Pharma & Biotechnology 
/ Food & Beverages
/ Fashion Retailers
/ Telecommunications
/ Energy & Utilities

Source: Eurostat 2018
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/ A strategic location

Barcelona is located in a strategic 
geographical point that positions it as 
an accessible and well-connected city.

Barcelona has easy access to very 
dynamic large markets: the EU's common 
market, which provides access to 510 
million people.

/ 6th busiest airport in Europe by 
passenger traffic

/ Barcelona’s Ports located among 
the TOP 10 in Europe with the highest 
container traffic  

/ 4th city in the world in the number 
of congresses (2019). Mobile World 
Capital - 5G HUB

Source: Barcelona. Data Sheet 2020. Barcelona Activa Source: ICCA 

https://www.barcelona.cat/internationalwelcome/sites/default/files/datasheet2020_web_eng_0.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/news/themes-in-the-spotlight/european-statistics-day-2018
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/ A highly competitive city 

Barcelona offers an unparalleled balance between quality of life, 
talent and cost structure. 

Barcelona’s European and global invesment attraction is heightened 
thanks to a favorable mix of factors; where the local innovation 
culture, its strong industrial base and qualified professionals are all 
complemented by highly competitive prices in terms of salaries, 
o�ice space and service providers. 

O�ice and industrial rental prices are competitive, compared to other 
European cities. Barcelona remains in the middle band, with prices 
well below those of other major cities.     
 
Barcelona has more competitive digital salaries than other European 
cities, accounting for approximately half of the salaries in the digital 
hubs of London and Amsterdam.
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Source: Cost of Living Index by City 2021 by Numbeo 
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/ Cost of living index, 2021

Relative indicator of consumer goods prices, including groceries, restaurants, transportation and 
utilities, including accommodation expenses such as rent or mortgage. 

https://www.numbeo.com/cost-of-living/rankings.jsp
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/ We are a non-profit investment 
agency focused on attracting 
selected innovative companies 
and initiatives to Barcelona, 
the gateway to Europe. 

/ We help impactful businesses 
with exponential growth that 
are part of the new economy 
to establish to Barcelona.
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At Barcelona & Partners we
contribute to the success of
your investment project and

its landing inBarcelona
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We collaborate with you in three steps:
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/ We analyze with you how our 
research ecosystems, private 
corporations and local and European 
financing instruments can be a 
trigger for your decision

01/
Opportunity 
Definition   
   

We help you to 
consider Barcelona 
as the place to be.
     
You share with us your goals, your 
expansion plans and your needs. 

We prepare a draft of the possible 
scenarios to analyze and how the 
BP value proposition can help 
you make the decision.
    
At the first stage of our relations-
hip, we want to help you navigate 
through the value proposition of 
our city, understanding its full 
potential.

We can also help by defining the 
opportunity: from the analysis of 
your business objectives to the 
draft of feasible scenarios. 

02/
Project 
Definition   
  

We collaborate 
with you in defining 
the project.
     
We understand the importance of 
a corporate investment operation.

We are willing to support in key 
aspects of the project definition 
phase:

• Screening of partnership
opportunities with local 
ecosystem 

• Financing facilities 

• Location analysis

03/
Project 
Building    
 

We support you in 
the execution of your 
landing project.
     
• Access to a project specific 

key account manager

• Liaison with business landing
agencies 

• Advice on developing public
and private partnerships

• Enablement of quality service
providers

• Support in sourcing and
recruiting top talent 

At Barcelona & Partners
we carefully listen to your

growth plans
 



/ Private Partners

/ Public Partners

Pending to be exectuted

We are financially backed 
by major corporations and 
public institutions, working 
together in attracting 
companies and initiatives 
to Barcelona
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/ Contact      
info@barcelonapartners.com 

/ Follow us
LinkedIn 

06/ Contact us

Tell us more about
your project or initiative.

Feel welcome to 
contact us.

An initiative by

mailto:info@barcelonaandpartners.com
https://es.linkedin.com/company/barcelona-partners
https://www.barcelonaglobal.org/
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